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FOREWORD 


This bibliography is a selective list of references 
on the theories of the origin of petroleum. Many theor- 
ies have been postulated in an attempt to explain the 
origin of petroleum. These theories may be divided into 
two general groups: those based on an organic origin 
and those based on an inorganic origin. Much has been 
written in support of each school of thought, but no 
one theory has been entirely accepted as yet. The com— 
pilers have attempted to cite references on the theor- 
ies offered in geological literature during the past 
few years. Errors in the first edition have been cor- 
rected, some new references have been added, and cer- 
tain references appearing in the first edition have 
been omitted. 


A SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY ON THE THEORIES 
OF THE ORIGIN OF PETROLEUM 


AMERICAN ASSOC. PETROLEUM GEOLOSISTS. Research comnit— 
tee. Report of a conference on the origin of oil. 
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Contains bibliographies. 

Conducted by the Research committee of The American 
assoc. petroleum geologists, April 5th, 1941 -- Rice 
Hotel, Houston, Texas. 


ANDERSON, F. M. History of theories regarding siliceous 
shale and the origin of oil (abstract). Geol. soc. of 
Amer. bul. 38:197-199. 1927. 


ANDERSON, ROBERT. Origin of oil from marine plankton 
shales in California. Geol. soc. of Amer. bul.38:199- 
200... #927. 


PARTON, D. C. Evolution of petroleum; discussion of W. 
F. Seyer's "Conversion of fatty and waxy substances 
into petroleum hydrocarbons." Amer. assoc. petroleum 
geologists. bul. 18, pt.1, p.143-148. Jan. 1934. 


BERL, E. Origin of asphalts, oil, natural gas and bi- 
tuminous coal. Science, new ser. 80, no.2071, p.227- 
pets, Sept. 7, 193K. 


BERL, E. The origin of natural oil. Sclence, new ser. 
Sly no208s, prléwmJan. 45°2935. 


BERL, E. Origin of petroleum. Petroleum technology 1, 
Teweneuer, 220, 16p.0 May 936. 


This paper is Amer. inst. mining and met.engrs. tech- 
nical pub. 920. 


Also published in Petroleum development and technolo- 
gy 1938 with discussion, p.99-117. 


BIGNELL, L. G. E. Origin and accumulation of oil is 


sagely debated. Oil and gas Journal 37, n@.16, p.23- 
2. diagrs: sept.) 1996: 


BROOKS, B. T. Chemical considerations regarding origin 
of petroleum. Amer. assoc. petroleum fZeologists bul. 
15, pt.1, p.611-627. June 1931. 


BROOKS, B. T. Origins of petroleum; chemical and geo- 
chemical aspects. Amer. assoc. petroleum geologists 
bul.20, pt.1, p.280-300. Mar. 1936. 


Contains bibliography. 


BURLING, L. D. The origin of petroleum. Mining and 
geol. institute of India. Transactions 18:119-169. 
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Contains bibliography on p. 160-167. 


CLARK, E. Organic theories of oil origin. Institution 
of petroleum technologists journal 12:257-278. 1926. 
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CLARK, F. R. Origin and accumulation of oil. In Prob- 
lems of petroleum geology; a symposium. Tulsa, Ameri- 
can assoc. of petroleum geologists. 1934. p.309-335. 
Taifhee 


CLARK, F. R. Origin and accumulation of oil (abstract) 
16th International geological congress. Report of the 
XVI session, United States of America. 1933. v.2, 
p. 1008-1009. 


CLARK, F. R. Theories in origin of oil are questioned. 
Oil and gas journal 29, no.35, p.66, 180. Jan.15,1931 
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before Tulsa Geological Society. 


CLARKE, F. W. Origin of petroleum. U. S. geol. survey 
bul. 7705 p.744-755~ 192k. 


CRAIG, E. H. C. The origin of petroleum. In his Oil 
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petroleum. 2d. ed. London, E. Arnold, 1921. p.1-43. 


EARDLY-WILMOT, V. L. Diatoms as an origin of petroleum. 
Canadian mining journal 50:34. Jan. ll, 1929. 
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Publication 691. 1928. 


EMMONS, W. H. Origin of petroleum. In his Geology of 
petroleum. 2d. ed. New York, McGraw-Hill, i931. 
peA7-59. 


FARR, C. C. and ROGERS, M. N. Helium and the genesis 
of petroleum. Nature 121:938. June 16, 1928. 


FLORES, L. E. Teorias y esperimentos sobre el origin 
del petroleo. Mexico institute de geologie. Anales 
3:69-84. 1929. 


GENES LSwof.petroleums,; ;PetroLeum) -timesn22," no. 5725 
Ds dehAeem Deets, 28, 2929 2 


GINTER, R. L. Origin of» petroleum; review of J. 5. 
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Summaries and abstracts, 1932. 


GUNNELL, F. H. Conodonts in relation to petroleum. 
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HACKFORD, J. E. Chemistry of conversion of algae into 
bitumen and petroleum and of Fucosite-petroleum cycle. 
Institution of petroleum technologists journal 18:74- 
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Discussion p.115-123. 


HACKFORD, J. E. Conversion of algae into bitumen and 
petroleum. Petroleum times 27, no.679, p.59-61. Jan. 
164 1932. 

Extracts from paper read at a meeting of The Institu- 
tion of petroleum technologists. 


HAGER, DORSEY. Petroleum — its origin and accumulation. 
In his Practical oil geology. 5th ed. New York, 


McGraw-Hill, 1938. p.1-35. 


HAMMAR, H. E. Relation of micro-organisms to genera-— 
tion of petroleum. In Problems of petroleum geology; 
a symposium. Tulsa, Amer. assoc. petroleum geologists, 
193K. “PeD5-H9s 
Bibliography p.46-49. 


HAWLEY, J. E. Generation of oil in rocks by shearing 
pressures, I; The problems - methods of determing the 
soluble organic content of oil shales. Amer. assoc. 
petroleum geologists bui. 13, pt.1, p.303-328. 1 fig. 
April 1929. 


HAWLEY, J. E. Generation of oil in rocks by shearing 
pressures, II; Effect of shearing pressures on oil 
shales and oi1 bearing rocks. Amer. assoc. petroleum 
geologists bul. 13, pt. 1, p. 329-365. 8 fig. April 
1929. 


HAWLEY, J. E. Generation of oil in rocks by shearing 
pressures; III, Further effects of high pressures on 
oil shale. Amer. assoc. petroleum geologists bul. 14 
ptsl, prk5e-ASh. “SPfigie April 2930; 


HEALD, K. C. Summaries of results; projects pertaining 
to the origin and recovery of petroleum; introduction. 
In A Report on fundamental research in petroleum. New 
York, American petroleum institute, June 1932. p.3-8. 


HENDERSON, JUNIUS. Are fishes the principal sources of 
petroleum? Science, new ser. 81, no.2094, p.176-177. 
Feb. 15, 1935. 


HIXON, H. W. Primary source of petroleum. Nat. petro- 
leum news 14, no.40, p.6l. Oct. 4, 1922. 


HUGHES, R. V. Theories on the origin of petroleum. Pan 
American geologist 58:81-92. Sept. 1932. 


JEFFERY, W. H. Cosmic genesis of petroleum. World pet- 
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JEFFERY, W. H. Cosmic genesis of petroleum (abstract). 


Institution of petroleum technologists journal 19 
|suppl.| :116A~-117A. ee 38s 


KELLY, M. E. Origin and environment of petroleum source 
sediments. Institution of petroleum technologists 
journal 19:117-141. 19335 
Contains bibliography. 


KRUSCH. The origin of petroleum and certain coals. 
Petroleum times 24, no.604, p.242-243. Aug. 9, 1930. 


LILLEY, E. R. The origin of petroleum and related sub- 
stances. In his Geology of petroleum and natural gas. 
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LIND, S. C. Some chemical aspects of the origin of 
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MeCOY, A. W. and KEYTE, W. R. Necessary background for 
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tural theory of oi1 and gés migration and accumula- 
tion in Problems of petroleum geology; a2 symposium. 
Tulsa, Amer. assoc. of petroleum geologists, 1934. 
p.260~-272. 


MACFARLANE, J. M. [UMNatural oil, fish oil theory of pet- 
roleum origin. ] Science, new ser. 80:478-479, Nov. 
23, 1934. Discussion: Science, new ser.81:18. Jan.&4, 
1935 and Science, new ser. 81:176-177. Feb. 15, 1935. 
These articles express views of Macfarlane, E. Berl 
and Junius Henderson. 


MILNER, H. B. Origin of petroleum. Nature 117:897-898. 
June 26, 1926. 


NENITZESCU, C. D. Present state of our knowledge on 
origin of petroleum. Institution of petroleum tech- 
nologists journal 23:469-482. LOST 


PRATT, W. E. Diatoms seen as probable source of petro- 
(eum,  OtLiweekly 47).no.S9opiss-3ay dks Sifhg.oGct. 
as 1927. 

Reprinted from The Lamp. 


PRATT, W. E. Hydrogenation and -the origin of oil. In 
Problems of petroleum geology; a symposium. Amer. 
assoc, petroleum geologists, 1934. p.235-2h5. 


PRATT, W. E. Hydrogenation and the origin of oil. 16th 
International geol. cong. Report of the XVI session, 
United States of America, 1933. v.2, p.1009-1010. 


RAE, C. C. Possible origin of oil; abstract. Min. and 
met. [v.3], no.182, p.64-65. Feb. 1922. 
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formation? Petroleum age 24, no.3, p.30-31, 46. Mar. 
1930. Also 24,,°met’s; plHe-43>eko0: 


REITER, W. A. Latest thoughts on origin of oil. Oil 
weekly 99, no. 10, p. 24-26, 28, 30. Nov. 11, 1940 
Bibliography. 


RICH, J. L. Problems of the origin, migration, and ac-— 
cumulation of oil. In Problems of petroleum geology: 
a symposium. Tulsa, Amer.assoc. petroleum geologists, 


LOB. BIF-345. 


RIES, HEINRICH. The origin of petroleum. Sci. Amer. 
140:56-59. 6 fig. Jan. 1929. 


ROGER, JOHN. Probable origin of petroleum. Science, 
new ser. 66:152. Aug. 12, 1927. 


ROGERS, M. N. Helium and the genesis of petroleum. New 
Zealand journal of science and technology 11, no. 6, 
D. 389-393. April 1930. 


RUSSELL, W. L. Origin of the asphait deposits of west- 
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SACCO, F. L'torigine del petroleo (The origin of petro- 
leum). International geol. cong. XV session, South 
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SEYER, W. F. Conversion of fatty and waxy substances 
into petroleum hydrocarbons (with discussion). Amer. 
assoc. petroleum geologists bul.17, pt.2, p.1251-1267. 


Hel aovoees72933. 


SEYER, W. F. Conversion of fatty and waxy substances 
into petroleum hydrocarbons. Institution of petroleum 
technologists journal 19:773-783. 19533 
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this bibdliography. 


SPISLMANN, P. E. The genesis of petroleum. London, E. 
penn, Ltd., 4923. ‘72p. 
Contains bibliography p.60-63. 


STADNICHENKO, T. Experimental studies bearing on the 
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geol. cong. Report of the XVI session, United States 
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STUART, MURRAY. Base exchange and formation of petro- 
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STUART, MURRAY. The inorganic theory (of the origin of 
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TAKAHASHI, J. Diatom theory of origin of petroleum in 
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genesis of petroleum (abstract). Oil and gas journal 
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TORREY, P. D. Origin, migration, and accumulation of 
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